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Hey, You’re Not Santa; 2 year-old Juliet Stewart bolted from the crowd at the Beaches Santa Claus Parade on Sun. Nov. 25th,  to come face to face with...  “GPS” of the
Toronto Chapter of Guardians of the Children Club. Their mission is to recognize and react to child abuse and educate the public to do the same.    He got a high five anyway.
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YEARS

By John Smee
The Happyland Pub at 3218 Eglinton

Ave. E. is a story about frustration. The Bluffs

Monitor first heard about problems in the
small plaza just East of Markham Rd. in July
2018.  We talked to the neighbours of the pub
one evening and heard complaints about al-
leged patrons of the bar drinking, swearing
and fighting in the parking lot.  There was
talk of drug use in stairwells as well as busi-
ness owners needing to step over people
passed out in those same stairwells when
coming in to work in the morning. There was
talk of aggressive panhandling by supposed
patrons of Happyland. With people congre-
gating outside the premises, it has created an
atmosphere of dread and loathing for those
who run businesses and for those who want
to patronize the neighbouring businesses.

There was also talk of inactivity by local
Councillor Gary Crawford and the Alcohol
and Gaming Commission of Ontario
(AGCO). So we checked.  

Your local councillor is not the place to
take complaints about a business.  That’s
dealt with by Municipal Licensing & Stan-
dards (MLS). The councillors office con-
firmed that they had received a complaint
about the pub and had pointed the business
owners in the plaza towards MLS.  Council-
lor Crawford’s staff confirmed their last
email from the other business owners was a
“thank you” and they assumed the matter had
been dealt with in a manner satisfactory to
them.

A check of complaints made about the
pub with MLS showed that there have been
no complaints made against the address

(3218 Eglinton Ave. E.)
So it was on to AGCO.  An email from

Ray Kahnert  Senior Advisor, Communica-
tions revealed that: 

“ The AGCO received one complaint (in
August 2017) concerning the licensed estab-
lishment at this address. Two AGCO Inspec-
tors visited the location and did not find any
instances as described in the complaint. Fur-
ther the bartender confirmed they only sell al-
cohol for consumption on premise. The
Inspectors reminded the staff person of abid-
ing by the rules and regulations of the LLA.
One of the Inspectors followed up with the
complainant and provided the details of the
inspection.”

One issue is that no one has actually wit-
nessed a drink being served at the bar and
then taken outside. There is a very good
chance, of course, that the inspectors were
not there on a hot Saturday night in July
when the parking lot is especially lively. 

An email to Toronto Police Services
brought this response from Crime Prevention
Officer, Constable Julie Campbell, 43 Divi-
sion:

“I completely understand their (business
owners/ neighbours) frustrations.  Believe me
when I say Happyland is mentioned in some
way or another at every single Crime Man-
agement meeting due to a criminal offence
occurring there, a liquor licence check or
proactive patrol.  Officers in both uniforms
and plainclothes are there as much as possi-
ble... Perhaps 311 could also be helpful in re-
porting garbage, urinating, loitering, and
noise.   Municipal licence officers handle any
investigations as it relates to all those things,

we (TPS) are more for criminal incidents.”
So the officials did what they were sup-

posed to do. The frustrating part for the
neighbours was the officials didn’t solve their
problem.  It was up to them.

To their credit what the neighbours and
business owners have done is offered to buy
the building that the pub occupies. With the
caveat that the current lessee and owner of
the pub not be the tennant.  The owner of the
building has offered to sell it to them. With
the caveat the purchasers deal with the owner
of the pub.  The lease on the space is up De-
cember 31st 2018.  Simply not renewing the
lease could lead to bigger problems for the
owner of the building.

It takes a while to register when you
first enter the pub.  Something is amiss. You
take a long walk across the room to the bar
before it strikes you. There is virtually no
place to sit down. It feels like you’re in some-
one’s basement. There are a couple of tables
and chairs near the windows and a decaying
old couch at the opposite end of the room
near the bar.  Other than that, nothing. So if
it is the bar patrons outside there may be a

logical reason for it.  
One thing is certain, men and women

start to gather outside the bar early afternoon
and can be there until the wee hours of the
morning. And outside that bar is a place you
don’t want to be. There is a genuine feeling
of desperation and fear that permeates the
plaza parking lot. Those that do venture in, to
go to the other businesses, move quickly and
keep their eyes down. The Little Bavaria
Restaurant, 2 doors east of the Happyland
Pub, has to close down early in the summer
when there are generally more  people in the
parking lot.   

The Happyland Pub has been around for
more than 10 years.  And for the most part,
has been a good neighbour. The current prob-
lems started, according to the other occupants
of the plaza, a little over 2 years ago. That’s
when the business was purchased by a new
owner. That owner did not respond to an in-
terview request for this story. 

The colder months will bring some relief
for the neighbours as fewer people want to be
outside.  But the warmer weather is just 6
months away and still no solution in sight.

Not So Happyland

A woman asleep on the ground in the middle of the day. The parking lot in the plaza
where the Happyland Pub is located.  North side of Eglinton East of Markham Rd.

E-edition of Bluffs Monitor available.  Send your e-mail address to editorial@bluffsmonitor.com and get local news delivered to your in-box 



Page 2 - December 2018

The publishers reserve the right to refuse any and all advertising.
No part of this publication may be reproduced or duplicated without
written permission of the publisher. All rights reserved. 
Performance or quality of goods and services of Advertisers or 
digital/e-mailed reproductions in this publication are not guaranteed
by Bluffs Monitor. Opinions expressed in this issue are not neces-
sarily those of the publisher. Not responsible for typographical 
errors, mistakes, misprints or non-insertions.

THANK  YOU to over 200 Volunteers who
deliver to residences throughout Birch Cliff,
Birchmount Park, Clairlea, Cliffcrest, Cliff-
side, Guildwood, Highland Creek, Oakridge, 

416-691-4085SUBSCRIPTIONS $35 /yr.

WEBSITE:   www.bluffsmonitor.com

CIRCULATION: 20,000
AD SALES / EDITORIAL

ads@bluffsmonitor.com / editorial@bluffsmonitor.com

or to VOLUNTEER for DELIVERY

416-691-4085

Feb. issue deadline: Jan. 21st Delivered: Jan. 28th
March. issue deadline: March 19th Delivered: March 26th

UPCOMING DEADLINES
In by:  Dec. 21st

For:  January 2019 Issue
Delivery:  Thurs. Jan 3rd

• All editorial material subject to change by the editors. 
Please Note:

PUBLISHER / EDITOR: John & Glenda Smee
Editorial Asst:  Mary McIntyre Rafter
Production:    editorial@bluffsmonitor.com
Reporters:       Derek Pinder
Photographers: John Smee, Barry Scheffer, 
Web Master:  Lloyd Gray
Writers: Heather Anne Hunter, Erin Jones, 
E.M. Joseph,  Cathy Austin, Patricia Boyes,
Monica McClure, Nick Kossovan, Emily Daw-
son, Felicia Carty ... and the Backpack 

Monitors  Hailey McCowan 

ADVERTISING: ads@bluffsmonitor.com
ACCOUNTS:     accounts@bluffsmonitor.com
Circulation:                           Joyce Dolmer

Your FREE Neighbourhood News from the Beach to the Rouge

Bluffs Monitor, The newspaper 
that has been delivering the news 
to 40,000 loyal readers in our 
community for the past 35 years. 

Christmas Services Calendar

2476 Kingston Rd.
(West of Midland Ave.)

Certified Angus Beef & Mennonite raised Chickens

www.cliffsidemeat.com

HOURS: TUES, WED, SAT 9AM-6PM
THURS & FRI 9AM-7PM
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM
CLOSED MONDAY 416-901-3149

We have Fresh Free Run Turkeys,
Naturally Raised Capons, Old Fashioned Bone-in Hams,

Acadian Tourtieres, Steak & Kidney Pies

Merry Christmas!

The Anglican Church of St. Nicholas 

1512 Kingston Rd.  (W. of Warden Ave.),    416-691-0449
Dec. 16   10:30am       Advent 3 - Lessons & Carols with              
                                     Eucharist.
Dec. 21   07:30pm       Quiet Christmas Service - (For those who 
                                     find Christmas a difficult time).                   
Dec. 24   5:00pm         Christmas Eve Eucharist
               7:00pm         Lively Family Eucharist with Children’s
                                     Pageant
               11:00pm       Traditional Eucharist with Candlelight
Dec. 25   10:30am       Sung Eucharist with Christmas Carols

Birchcliff Bluffs United Church
33 East Road (Kingston Rd./1st N. off Warden),   416-694-4081
Dec. 02   10:30am       Advent I - Open, inclusive Communion &   
                                     New Member service. 
Dec. 09   10:30am       Advent II -  White Gift Sunday, Theme:       
                                     “Gifts of the Season in Story and Song”     
                                     (Please bring unwrapped food item for      
                                     the Bluffs Food Bank).
Dec. 15   07:30pm       “Christmas Miracles - A Celebration of      
                                     Unexpected Gifts”;  BBUC’s annual fund-  
                                     raiser to support the Bluffs Food Bank,      
                                     Tickets: $15.00 at www.bbuc.ca. 
Dec. 16   10:30am       Advent III -Christmas Reflections & Music.
Dec  17   11:30am       Dorothy’s Place lunch for LGBTQ seniors  
                                     & friends.
               12:30pm       Christmas Music by Neighbourhood Spirit 
                                     Choir.
Dec. 23   10:30am       Advent IV -  Music Service,
                                     “Christmas Notes: Carol Sing”                    
Dec. 24   07:30pm       Christmas Eve Service - All are welcome!

Christ Church - Scarborough Village Anglican                        
155 Markham Rd.,       416-261-4169 (Handicap Accessible)

Dec. 09   10:00am       Lessons & Carols Service
Dec. 20   07:00pm       The Longest Night Service 
                                     “Blue Christmas”
Dec. 24   07:00pm       Christmas Eve Family Eucharist Service
               10:00pm       Christmas Eve Sung Communion Service 
Dec. 25   10:00am       Christmas Day Quiet Communion Service
Dec. 31   10:00am       A Sung Communion Service                     
               05:00pm       Reflective Candlelit Service

Church of the Holy Trinity Guildwood, Anglican
85 Livingston Rd. at Guildwood Parkway,   416-261-9503
Dec. 02   10:30am       St. Nicholas Visit, Family Service & Potluck
Dec. 09    08:00am      Quiet, Traditional Advent Prayer Service
               10:30am       Modern Advent Worship Service
Dec. 16   08:00am       Quiet, Traditional Advent Prayer Service
               10:30am       Modern Advent Worship Service
               04:00pm       The Wonder of Christmas Showcase:        
                                     Joining Robert Graham is Caitlin Holland, 
                                     Derrick Zuber, Randy & Loraine Vancourt, 
                                     The Treblemakers Chamber Choir,
                                     The Holy Trinity Guildwood Choir & more.
Dec. 24   07:00pm       Christmas Eve Family Service                   
               11:00pm       Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Dec. 25   10:30am       Christmas Day Service

Fallingbrook Heights Baptist - Church at the Centre
Birchmount Community Centre, 93 Birchmount Rd.(between
Kingston & Danforth),    647-504-3285  
contact: www.churchatthecentre.com for more information.
Dec. 15   08:00pm       Community Open House in the Stable.      
                                     Enjoy hot chocolate, cider, treats, pictures 
                                     & Christmas tunes in an authentic Stable.
Dec. 16   10:30am       “Hey Moon” - Kids Pageant Children &      
                                     Youth lead an transcendent play about      
                                     Christmas, with lights, wardrobe & action.
Dec. 23   10:30am       Uplifting music, scripture & treats as we    
                                     focus on the original Christmas Story.

Fallingbrook Presbyterian  (wheelchair accessible)
35 Wood Glen Rd. (& Kingston Rd.),   416-699-3084
Dec. 02   10:30am       Advent 1 Communion
Dec. 08   9:00-11:00am Annual Food Drive - 28th Year!
               5:30-07:00pm Messy Church -  Supper & Games
Dec. 09   10:20am      Advent 2 Carols & Choir Presentation
Dec. 16, 23 & 30   10:30am     Welcome All!                                 
Dec. 24   07:00pm       Candlelight Carols & Readings

Grace Church (Presbyterian)
447 Port Union Rd.,   416-284-8424, www.gracewesthill.ca
We warmly invite you to worship!
Sundays -09:15am      Traditional Service
               10:45am       Contemporary Service
               12:45pm       Arabic Service
               03:00pm       Urdu Service
Dec. 24   06:00pm       Christmas Eve -  Children’s Service
               08:00pm      Christmas Eve - Family Service
               10:00pm       Traditional Candlelight Service with Carols
Dec. 30 & Jan. 06        one service only at 10:00am

Guildwood Community Presbyterian Church
140 Guildwood Parkway,    416-261-4037, 
www.guildwoodchurch.ca
Dec. 21   07:30pm       Longest Night Service - A quiet service of   
                                     prayer and healing on the longest night of   
                                     the year.
Dec. 24   07:00pm       Christmas Eve Service-Readings & Carols

Kingston Road United Church
975 Kingston Rd. (at Scarborough Rd.),   416-699-6091
Dec. 09   10:30am       White Gift Sunday and Children’s Play.
                                     Please bring a Christmas gift for a needy 
                                     child wrapped in white paper with age 
                                     marked on the top corner.
Dec. 16   10:30am       Choir Service - Lessons & Carols            
Dec. 24   07:30pm       Family Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
                                     with Children’s Pageant.
               10:00pm       Christmas Music Recital and Communion.

Scarborough Bluffs United Church
3739 Kingston Rd. (at Scar. Golf Club Rd.),   416-267-8265
Dec. 02   10:30am       1st of Advent - Service & Advent Lunch
Dec. 09   10:30am       2nd of Advent -  White Gift Service
Dec. 16   10:30am       3rd of Advent -  Choir Service
Dec. 19   07:00pm       Blue Christmas Service
Dec. 24   10:30am       4th of Advent - Service with Communion
Dec. 24   07:30pm       Christmas Eve - Family Service

St. Paul’s United Church
200 McIntosh Street   416-261-4222
Dec. 2, 9, 16 & 23   10:30am “Walking to Bethlehem, our 
                                     Advent Journey”                            
Dec. 19   07:00pm       Blue Christmas Service                           
Dec. 24   07:00pm       Family Christmas Eve - 
                                     St. Paul’s DIY Pageant
               10:00pm       Traditional Lessons & Carols

St. Margaret in-the-Pines Anglican Church
4130 Lawrence Ave. E.,   416-284-4121 
Dec. 24   4:00pm        Family Service with Holy Eucharist
               7:00pm        Hymn Sing followed by 
                                     7:30pm Holy Eucharist Service
               10:30pm       Hymn Sing followed by 
                                     11:00pm Holy Eucharist Service                  
Dec. 25   10.00am       Christmas Day Holy Eucharist Service    

St. Andrew’s Prebyterian Church
115 St. Andrew’s Road (N. of Lawrence & W. of McCowan)              
416-438-4100
Dec. 08   05:00pm       “One Starry Night” - Kids & Family head      
               to 07:00pm   to Bethlehem, Light supper available           
                                     between 5 & 7pm, $10.00 per family.       
Dec. 24   07:00pm       Christmas Eve Family Service
              09:00pm       Special Music

Direct Line: 416-402-3556

416-699-9292 • www.raycochrane.com

Welcome to

Ray Cochrane
CountrySales Rep.

#1 In HOMES SOLD in E06
2002 to 2017!

FEATURE HOME OF THE MONTH

RE/MAX Hall of FameRE/MAX Hall of Fame

10B Randall Cres.
Welcome To 10B Randall Cres, In The Heart
Of Cliffcrest! Open Concept Floor Plan W/
Hardwood Flrs Thru Out, High Ceilings, &

Plenty Of Natural Light. Modern Chef's Kitchen
W/ Breakfast Bar, Crown Molding & W/O To A
Fabulous Deck & Large Private Yard! 3 Spa-
cious Bedrooms & 4 Baths! Finished Bsmt With
Laminate Floors, Laundry, 3pc Bath & Bdrm.
Walking Distance Scarborough Bluffs, Marina,
Parks, TTC & Schools. This Is A True Gem!

Hallmark Realty Ltd., Brokerage Photos: www.raycochrane.com
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Independent Living  |  Assisted Living

www.PresentationManor.com

647-350-3755 
61 Fairfax Crescent, Scarborough

A Community of Communities

May the peace and blessings  
of Christmas be yours 
And may the coming year be  

lled with happiness.

Warmest Christmas greetings  
from Presentation Manor.

By Derek Pinder
The long-awaited opening of the ex-

panded facilities at the Birchmount Com-
munity Centre finally happened on October
27th.  Following a ribbon-cutting ceremony,
there was a lively and well attended recep-
tion which included a playground, a pump-
kin carving experience and a colouring
competition; all much enjoyed by neigh-
bourhood children.

The expansion provides a double gym-
nasium, change rooms, offices and a multi-
purpose room.  The impressive gymnasium

is fitted with a dividing curtain so that two
activities can be held simultaneously.  The
architectural design of the exterior is pleas-
ing and manages to both complement and
contrast with the existing building.  The ex-
pansion was designed by CS&P Architects
and built by Torcom Construction.

A broad range of activities has been
planned for the new gym including hockey,
soccer, basketball, volleyball, badminton,
archery, carpet bowling, ballroom dancing
and pickle ball but, oddly, no gymnastics.
Many of the activities are free, while there

is a small charge for others.
However, we made a return visit

on the following Friday morning only
to find a deserted gym, no sign of the
advertised table tennis, and tarpaulins
covering part of the floor to catch roof
leaks!  The staff advised that there were
no tables for table tennis and could not
provide any information on when other
activities would start.  Our advice if
you’re thinking of visiting the gym is
to phone ahead (416-396-4311).

Birchmount Gym is Open . . .Except When It's Not

By John Smee
Vindaloo is the quintessential Scarbor-

ough restaurant. The reason we’re known for
our small ethnic eateries.  Modestly but
tastefully decorated with bright purple table-
cloths and comfy seat cushions. Chandeliers
hang from the ceiling and traditional orna-
ments are tastefully placed around the restau-
rant. 

Owned and operated by Raj and Joy -
Joy is the embodiment of her namesake.
Welcoming guests with a warm and gener-
ous smile.

The emphasis here is clearly on the
food. Traditional,  authentic and especially
flavourful .  One advantage of doing a re-
view is that you feel like you must leave
you’re comfort zone.  Also a great excuse to
try as many different things as possible; so
we start with the Chef’s Mixed Platter for an
appetizer.

Vegetable Pakora, Onion Bhajia, Aloo
Tikki don’t disappoint. Light, flaky and full
of flavour. You know you’ve struck gold in

a restaurant when you’re surprised by the
commonplace. The ubiquitous Samosa - at
Vindaloo an unexpected treat for the taste-
buds. All the subtle spices and flavours come
through. Dips only enhance the experience.  

Main course starts off with garlic naan,
a traditional baked bread: it comes to the
table light and flaky, brushed with fresh
herbs and garlic and breaks apart easily
which makes it perfect for dipping into the
what’s to come.

We order four dishes for main course;
Chicken Biryani, Chicken Tikka Masala,
Lamb Roganjosh and Chicken Curry.

Indian food is the reason I love spicy
food. When done properly the bite of spicy
only enhances the flavour of the food;  work-
ing in concert with all the flavours of a par-
ticular dish.  I order Chicken Tikka Masala -
spicy.  You’re always asked how you would
like you’re food spiced. Apparently there is
a  spicy for North Americans then there is
“Indian Spicy.”  I get North American spicy
and it has to go back.  

While I’m waiting I get to sample what
my companions have ordered. Chicken
Biryani is the staple of Indian Cuisine.
Served at almost every meal in an Indian
household. Lite and aromatic, again, the
usual done with subtle differences that only
enhance the dish.  Herbs and spices come
through like never before. 

Lamb Roganjosh I must admit I’ve
never heard of let alone ordered . Served
much like you’d expect - on it’s own in a
savoury gravy.  As you’d expect -  the whole
is greater than the sum of the parts.  Unique
spicing that works in concert with the tradi-
tional flavour of lamb. 
The chicken curry is delightful with big
chunks of chicken in a mildly spiced sauce.
The Basmati rice  that accompanies the meal
is light and fluffy. Spiced with saffron; it’s a
wonderful accompanyment to the dinner.
Joy brings back my meal and asks if I’d like
more water.  She is tentative, waiting to see
my reaction to the first bite. It’s Delicious.
Perfect! The spincing works as it should; en-

hancing the dish, bringing all the flavours to
the forefront.  My lips and tongue are awak-
ened. I offer a taste to my dinner compan-
ions. It’s all mine.  By the time we’ve moved
onto coffee and dessert all sting is gone. No
bread or milk required - the traditional salve
for badly overly spiced. Spicy done right.

One of the biggest surprises of the night
is the Mango Lassi. Mango, yogurt, milk,
sugar and cardamom. A delightfully refresh-
ing drink a lot like a smoothie but not.
Better hurry for one as Joy says they stop
making it when they can no longer get fresh
mangoes. That will be sooner rather than
later.
A fabulous evening out either as date night
or for a large group. Dinner for four - without
wine - under $100.00.

Vindaloo is conveniently located at
2891 Kingston Road.  Reservations are ac-
cepted and recommended for weekends. they
can be made online at vindaloocuisine.com
or by calling 416-901-1133.
Take out and catering available.       

Vindaloo ~ A Taste of Northern India

Emily and Silja are enthusiastic pumpkin carvers
at the gym opening on October 27th.

~ derek pinder Bluffs Monitor
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By Heather Anne Hunter
Martin Howard loves “old mechanical

things” and is captivated by the “beauty and
intrigue” of antique machinery. He chose 19th
century typewriters to be his collectable, not
from a love of writing (although he is elo-
quent enough), but from his appreciation for
their exquisite workmanship and their intrigu-
ing design evolution.

Martin is the curator of The Martin
Howard Collection enshrined in his personal
museum in the basement of his home in the
Bluffs. It all started when he found the Cali-
graph typewriter (1880) in a junk shop thirty
years ago. His collection includes such his-
toric machines as the Hall (1881), the world’s
first portable typewriter, the Victor with the
first ‘daisy wheel’ (1889) and the Crandall -
New Model (1887), a black metal beauty
adorned with hand-painted roses and in-laid
mother-of-pearl. Other remarkable typewrit-
ers are the Lambert (1902) with a telephone
like dial which is depressed to select the char-
acters and the Fitch 1 (1887) with type bars
swinging down from above to hit the top of
the roller. These remarkable typewriters are
nothing short of industrial art.

Martin made a pilgrimage to the place in
Milwaukee where Christopher Sholes in-
vented the first commercially successful type-
writer. Sholes took his wooden prototype to
Remington and Sons who created a metal ver-
sion which appeared in 1874 called the Sholes
and Glidden, a truly revolutionary invention
which only wealthy individuals could afford
at a cost of $125. In comparison a horse-
drawn carriage was $70, a bicycle $12 and a
clerk’s wage was $5 a week. A successful
business owner might consider one a worth-
while purchase due to its speed, legibility,
paper efficiency and ability to produce carbon
copies. Sales were very slow for the first few
years because of the cost and the shortage of
trained typists.

In 1881 the first typing school for women
opened in the New York YWCA offering new
opportunities for women to work in business
alongside men, an important step towards
emancipation. The turning point came in the
mid 1880s when numerous typing classes
would provide the needed typists and the
typewriter was no longer seen as a novelty but
as a necessity for business.

In 1896 the Underwood would set the
standard for the next century with a bold new

design with a four-row straight keyboard, a
single shift key and front striking type bars
which allows the typist to simultaneously type
and see the result. The layout of the keyboard
(which Sholes established on his wooden pro-
totype) hasn’t changed in 140 years and is still
with us today.  Sholes created the “QW-
ERTY” layout (first 6 letters of the second
row of characters) to position the type bars to
minimize their clashing or sticking together.
The letters of the word typewriter are found
in the top row of keys, which would have
made a demonstration easy for a typewriter
salesman without typing skills.

Martin’s interest in mechanical things
stems from his father who restored horse-
drawn carriages and sleighs. The family im-
migrated to Canada from England. when
Martin’s father joined the faculty at the, then
new, York University in 1966. Martin had an
idyllic childhood in an era when children
played outdoors and built things like go-carts
and gliders; his father constructed a massive
teeter-totter and a pulley ride (zip-line) in their
big backyard, the neighbourhood playground.

Martin has been collecting since his
twenties and fifteen years ago he retired from
his job as a research librarian at The Watt De-
sign Group to dedicate himself full-time to his
passion. He collects, restores and deals in 19th
and 20th Century typewriters. Huge card-
board boxes fill the corners of his workshop
ready to be shipped to such faraway places as
Moscow, Malaysia and Europe; one even
went to Abu Dhabi. He recently flew off to
Edinburg to snap up The Waverley typewriter
made in London in 1895, one of only 6 known
to exist! He exhibits his collection at trade
shows and museums; in 2007, twenty of his
typewriters were featured at the Royal Ontario
Museum.

His wife, Susan, a professional soprano
and voice teacher, was somewhat concerned
when Martin started having a recurring type-
writer dream in which he sees shelves of un-
usual typewriters through a store window but
he can’t get in the store. His dream of owning
a Sholes and Glidden has never been realized
so the search goes on to obtain one. Martin
feels he will never shake his interest in type-
writers as the variety and ingenuity of the ma-
chines seem endless. He chooses to live
“working hard and feeling free” and since
“love knows no bounds,” his family is proud
and supportive.

Martin shares the spotlight in a full-
length documentary, California Typewriter,
with illustrious collector Tom Hanks and fa-
mous typewriter enthusiasts, John Mayer,
David McCullough and Sam Shepard. The
documentary celebrates the physicality of the
typewriter and contemplates the effects of the
digital era while touting the benefits of analog
culture and poignantly chronicles the struggle
to survive of California Typewriter, one of the
last typewriter repair shops in America.

In the film, Hanks states, “I type almost
every day” (using some of his 250 machines).
“I hate getting email thank you notes. I just
delete them. Writing on a typewriter is a phys-
ical process with a sound track to it.”  Writer
David McCullough laments that people from
the digital world nag him that he could work
faster on a PC, but he doesn’t want to go faster
and with typewritten drafts he can “see the
process of what it took to get to the finished
product.” Songwriter John Mayer says, “I’ve
never gone back to a hard drive but I want to
see how I came up with this stuff. On a type-
writer I am able to go deeper into an idea and
am not stopped by a red squiggly line, feeling
obligated to correct the spelling. It is more
artistic when lyrics are spelled wrong, more
what thoughts look like. A typewriter doesn’t

judge you.”
A deal is hard to get today; more people

are interested in owning typewriters than were
15 years ago. 20th century models are now in
vogue. What’s old is new again! People, es-
pecially children, are drawn to things from the
analog world with a desire for tactile experi-
ence, a need to connect to touch and sound,
not experienced in the 2-dimensional digital
world.

Martin’s enthusiasm is contagious. I was
captivated as I stood in front of the illumi-
nated glass case displaying a dazzling array
of pure gems. When he gingerly set a rare
specimen down in front of me, my first reac-
tion was to reach out and touch it, but I held
back and just gazed with reverence at the his-
torical relic. Surprisingly, Martin invited me
to try it out. A soft touch will not suffice. The
keys have to be pushed with a definite force-
fulness. You feel and hear the words landing
on the page. How exciting! Martin enjoys the
process of show and tell, with no pressure to
buy. He invites people to view his website
(antiquetypewriters.com) and those who wish
to rediscover the joys of the typewriter, to visit
his collection in person. Buyers can leave with
a treasure under their arm. No shipping re-
quired. His is not a virtual store!

Martin Howard; A QWERTY Guy

Martin Howard: “in front of the illuminated glass case displaying a dazzling array
of pure gems” Bluffs Monitor Photo ~ john smee

Bluffs Monitor and Martin Howard are pleased to invite our readers to a special screening
of  “California Typewriter”  ursday January 10 at 7pm, Fox eatre.  2236 Queen St. E.
Tickets ~ $10.00 at the Box Office. Partial proceeds to BBUC Food Bank.

By Tom Gehrels
I love Christmas. I love the feelings

of warmth and coziness and celebrating
the season over good food with my fam-
ily and friends. I get in the mood by vis-
iting Christmas Markets. I particularly
love the one at the Distillery District
where our family goes every year to cel-
ebrate the arrival of St. Nicholas and
stock up on European goodies. Yes, it
does get busy but if you avoid the week-
ends and come early, it is a very enjoy-
able event indeed.
Being a travel agent I love to explore and
so this year I plan to visit some of the
Christmas markets around Ontario.

Every Christmas, since medieval
times, towns and cities across Germany
come alive with the sights, sounds and
smells of Christmas. And while some will
travel to Europe on a dedicated Christmas
Market cruise, Kitchener City Hall is

home to Canada's original Christkindl
Market. It is here you can enjoy Gluh-
wein and food, listen to choirs and bands
and see dance groups and live nativity or
visit with folkloric characters.

If we get a white Christmas, is there
a better place to get in the mood than
Blue Mountain? I see it in my mind's eye
now – lamp-lit streets, squares and pas-
sages, cafes and pubs bustling with holi-
day merry-makers. Late November Blue
Mountain hosts its annual Christmas Gift
Show, a good place to browse for unique
stocking stuffers. On the way perhaps
stop off in Creemore where the traditional
Christmas Market takes place in Station
on the Green.

Paris, Ontario, a pretty town nestled
along the banks of the Grand and Nith
rivers, promises warm hospitality and
unique holiday shopping at their 27th an-
nual Christmas in Paris. It may not be

Paris, France, but it will be delightful in-
deed. Meanwhile, Saint Catharines' Port
Dalhousie Christmas Market is an out-
door festival where unique and locally
handcrafted products are sold from Euro-
pean-style wooden cabins.

If you happen to go to Ottawa, check
out the market in the majestic Grand Hall
at the Canadian Museum of History. Over
80 exhibitors showcase their delicious ed-
ibles and unique handmade creations. Or
visit the Ottawa Farmers’ Christmas Mar-
ket at Lansdowne Park where over 120
vendors sell locally produced specialties,
arts and crafts.

If you find yourself in Northern On-
tario, discover a New France Christmas
Village in Temiskaming. The market cel-
ebrates Christmas in a traditional, French-
Canadian style with craftspeople,
musicians and delicious food from this
part of Ontario and nearby regions in

Quebec.
A little further up Highway 11,

Cochrane hosts a market with a diversity
of fine crafts, jewellery, home furnish-
ings, decorations, clothing, photography
and art.

Last but not least, picturesque down-
town Milton hosts the Holiday Street
Market, Ontario largest outdoor street
market, attracting well over 150,000 vis-
itors. The market offers a huge selection
of to-die-for comfort food, mulled wine,
craft beer, fire pits, a kids craft area and
workshops.

Wherever you find yourself this hol-
iday season, may you enjoy!
~ Tom Gehrels is a Bluffs-based travel
agent. Find links to these markets at
www.adventurecoordinators.com/bluffs

Christmas Markets in Ontario
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The Orthodox
Church invites you 
to our Open House,
every Wednesday.

Soup and Bible study
5pm to 7pm

Everyone welcome.
St. Zoticos 

(Ecumenical Patriarchate)
193 Markham Road
647-358-4105

By Fr Roberto Ubertino
The story of Good

Neighbours in Scarborough
started in 2016 when St.
John the Compassionate
Mission (after 33 years of
ministry in the Riverdale
area) decided to open a new
outreach.

After two years on Dan-
forth Road we found our
permanent home on the cor-
ner of Markham and Eglin-
ton. Our present address is
193 Markham Road.

Good Neighbours
Drop-in, is a community that
welcomes families and indi-
viduals in the Scarborough
area. Our present location is
humble, but bright and
cheerful. We take pride in
making things beautiful and
we take great care in making
everyone feel welcome. All
our services are free except
the diaper program where
we give out diapers for chil-
dren at half the wholesale
cost. This program is avail-
able for anyone with young
children. We also give out
formula as it becomes avail-
able to us. We are open
WEDNESDAY TO SATUR-
DAY. 

Good Neighbours hopes

to be open more weekdays
this coming year.

We serve breakfast to
anyone who walks in.
(Wednesday to Friday at
10am.) At 12:30pm we have
a family-style community
meal. All our meals are
home cooked. Throughout
each day there are planned
activities like Bingo, art,
music, or poetry classes. 

On Wednesday nights
we have a bible study. The
drop-in also has a small
chapel that is open for any-
one to use during the day for
peace and meditation. We
have regular prayer times
during the day. All are wel-
come to attend our prayer
services. The chapel is dedi-
cated to St. Zoticos and is an
outreach of the Orthodox
Church in Toronto.

We also have profes-
sional counselors who are
available upon request. We
provide counselling for fam-
ilies and individuals. We are
especially open to help peo-
ple suffering from trauma,
addictions, and family vio-
lence.

On Saturday from 2pm
to 4pm we open only for
children. A special program

is offered to children to teach
them how to cook and how
to recognize healthy food.
After some fun and games,
the children are welcome to
take part in an Orthodox
Vesper Service (4pm on Sat-
urdays).

We also have a beautiful
property North of Belleville
where we offer 2-day week-
end trips (this happens one
weekend per month). There
we relax and connect with
nature and ourselves. We
have 260 acres land with two
rivers and several houses. In
the summer we hold chil-
dren’s camps for ages 5 to
12. These camps are a small
and unique experience to
connect with nature and
learn basic life skills: like
cooking or canoeing. These
camps have subsidies on a
first-come first-served basis.

At Good Neighbours
we love to mark significant
moments like anniversaries,
births, and memorials for the
death of loved ones within
our community. Each person
is received with respect and
with the awareness that each
carries within them infinite
value. In each person there is
a depth of mystery and value

that will never be completely
understood, but can be
loved. Therefore we don’t
label or judge any one. No
one is turned away. If we
can't help a person, we will
find ways for others to help
them. We believe that every-
one has gifts. These gifts
need to be shared and we as
a society will be richer for it.
We are a community that
finds ways for everyone to
share their gifts. We value
“volunteers” as equal part-
ners at Good Neighbours.
We like to think not only of
what we can do to help oth-
ers but also welcome help
from everyone. Non-paid
volunteers give flavor to our
society. In fact, volunteers
are the very heart and soul of
a society. 
In 2009 Jean Vanier (founder
of L'Arche) visited our com-
munity and said, “The vision
of your community is like
that of L'Arche. Compassion
isn’t just doing things for
people; it’s revealing to peo-
ple that you’re beautiful,
you’re a child of God, and
that you have value."
The coffee is on, please
come and see for yourself!

New! Good Neighbours Drop-In
sponsored content

Your Local Bluffs

COMPUTER
COACH

Does your computer puzzle you??

I can help!
I offer friendly private lessons 

AND technical support in your 
home at a reasonable rate.

I can help you with:
• Emailing, Facebook
• Computer repairs and service
• Connecting devices such as

cameras and printers

• Using your new phone, tablet,
or camera to the fullest

• Organizing files and photos
• Much more!

Alex Webster
B.A., B.F.A.

Professional IT
Technician and 
Photographer

416-550-7873
contact@thecomputercoach.cawww.thecomputercoach.ca

Letters
Jim Sanderson seems to always tell sto-
ries about the good things of Bluffer's
Park . Last summer I reported to the city
a problem with all the wood posts along
the east path to the beach were rotting
at the base and need to be removed ,
they have been an eye sore for years and
just removing them is the answer. One
month later I was told that it's a Conser-
vations problem and they would replace
the fence and art sign . It should be re-
moved not replaced, it is not needed in
the first place.  We walk there every day,
that's how we know about these prob-
lems . The beach is a beautiful place to
walk and all summer long we have met
people from around the world coming
to this beach . The city should be show-
ing it off not slumming it up ! Conser-
vation has done nothing so far, 4
months since the first email.
~ Don Simerson

Thanks for covering the Guildwood
branch expansion update in the Novem-
ber Bluffs monitor.

There were a few errors in the article: 
Guildwood branch’s last day of busi-
ness is Nov 24, not Nov 23

The project cost is $1.183M gross
The article says that the library’s

expansion has ‘not been without a casu-
alty’ in reference to the barber shop’s
closure.  This is a landlord-related issue,
separate from the library expansion.
Any decisions regarding the use and
availability of the space in the plaza is
within the purview of the landlord.
~ Ana-Maria Critchley
Manager, Stakeholder Relations
Toronto Public Library

In response to Ms. Gardner-Bray’s letter
in last month’s Bluff’s Monitor, her an-
ecdotal assertion that people riding
bikes, “do not obey the rules of the road
overall”, is ill-informed, and simply
perpetuates the negative stereotype that
all cyclists flout laws, which of course
is untrue.

Spend a few minutes at any inter-
section in Toronto, and you will observe

any combination of the following: driv-
ers speeding, distracted driving, drivers
running red lights, unsafe lane changes,
no signaling, driving in the dark with no
lights on, and the list goes on.

When motorists don’t obey laws,
the potential for them to seriously injure
or kill (many) others is much higher
when compared to walking or riding a
bike.

The writer also mentions cyclists
making left turns at intersections when,
“there is no signage indicating that it is
safe for cyclists to do so.” This state-
ment is also untrue, since cyclists are al-
ways permitted to make left turns at
intersections using the left lane.

If Ms. Gardner-Bray is truly con-
cerned with the general safety of our
roads and those of vulnerable road users
(i.e., people who walk and ride bikes),
I suggest she take a careful look at the
actions of those behind the wheel.
~ Marvin Macaraig, Ph.D.
Community Health Promoter and Scar-
borough Cycles Bike Hub Coordinator

Book Bites
By Cathy Austin

As we pass another Remembrance
Day, it is worth a humbling look back at
the wars our grandparents, dads, uncles
and friends served in and lived through
with a handful of fictional reads. 

Alan Furst is a renowned and stel-
lar writer of historical war fiction, pri-
marily the Second World War. His The
Spies of Warsaw takes place on the cusp
of war in Europe; this book is more
about spies and spying, the nature of,
those who are, how they deceive those
who must be fooled, and how to sur-
vive. Well paced, taut read. Furst's
Night Soldiers covers the Spanish Civil

War through a few characters who go
from Spain to Paris and environs, en-
gage in espionage, resistance, combat,
deception, death, survival. This book
fascinated me with its raw quality, grit
and resilience of these primary charac-
ters. Outstanding. Furst is remarkable
delivering setting, politics, and lan-
guage. 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by
John Boyne is written for a young
reader but will pull at the heartstrings of
adults alike. A small boy encounters
men and boys on the other side of the
wire fencing at the Camp his dad man-
ages. One small boy about his own age
is friendly and while no communicating
is allowed, they do, unseen and daily.
There are consequences, of course. The

ending shocks, as it is meant to. A sad
story but a telling one.

Lois Battle penned a gem in War
Brides, a story of three Australian
women who come to America in 1946
to be with their American servicemen.
Eye-opening struggles as they realize
their men are not what they thought
back in Australia; they learn to adapt,
make a life, cope with adultery, love,
children and new family life. Different
but certainly the newness of North
America and being alone a constant and
similar thread.

Especially appealed to me as my
mum was a Scottish war bride. Differ-
ent but certainly the newness of North
America and being alone a constant and
similar thread. 

spiritsinthebluffs@gmail.com

make wine boutique
from $109

2364 Kingston Rd. 2 blocks west of Midland Ave.

per batch = appx. 30 btls
416-264-2837

Spirits
in the Bluffs Make  

Christmas
Wine
Now 
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2455 Kingston Rd
416-519-8586

Book online at MassageAddict.ca
*First visit only. See in clinic for details.

•  Registered Massage Therapist  
    and/or Certified Reflexologist
•  Premium experience
•  Warm, comfortable environment

Dr. Allan Jeffries 
www.dorsetdental.com
dorsetdental@dorsetdental.com

119 Dorset Road
Located on Kingston Rd., just West of McCowan Rd.

416-261-2946

Family Dentistry
New Patients Welcome 

Emergencies seen Immediately 
Implant & Moderate Sedation 

Services Available

Dorset Dental Is Proud to Welcome
Dr. Kasia Dymerska to our practice.

Dr. Kasia Dymerska DDS, believes in a gentle approach to dentistry. She enjoys
all aspects of  general dentistry and is a strong advocate of  preventative dental care.
She graduated with distinction from the Faculty of  Dentistry, Schulich School of  Medi-
cine and Dentistry at Western University. She went on to pursue a General Practice
Residency at the London Health Sciences Centre. Dr. Dymerska prides herself  on

communication and being multi-lingual (Polish and French) helps maintain her com-
mitment to providing individualized care to keep her patients smiling.

www.muddypawsintheguild.ca

December 15th, 1pm - 4pm
Get your 
Pet’s Photo 
taken on 

Santa’s knee!

Appointments available 
and walk-ins welcome.

PLUS: We have a large selection of winter accessories including
coats, footwear and lots of great gift ideas for your furry friends!
PLUS:

(416) 724-1637(416) 724-1637

123 Guildford Parkway RESCUED CATS

Holistic Pet Foods
Grooming Service

Supplements & Raw Food

“High Standards and Experience Equals Quality”

www.muddypawsintheguild.ca

Christmas Pet Portraits

1470 Kingston Rd. (East of Warden)

NOW
OPEN!NOW
OPEN!

Call Your Order In.  416-546-5678  
We’ll Have it Ready to Go

Serving 24 varieties 
of Burgers and

all day Breakfast

By Derek Pinder
Of the various types of road user,

there is probably none that gets more
encouragement than cyclists and it is
cyclists that we are going to take a
look at in this third article on road
safety in the bluffs.  Encouragement
to use a bike to get around the city is
coming from many organizations,
from advocacy groups to the City of
Toronto, and the three reasons that
are usually cited are reducing traffic
congestion, contributing to a better
environment and health benefits.

Has this encouragement been
successful?  Statistics show that the
use of cycles to get to work has in-
creased city-wide, dramatically in
some areas, but mainly in the down-
town core.  There has been little
change in the Bluffs, although West
Hill has shown an increase of 7% be-
tween 2006 and 2016.  City-wide, the
overall percentage of commuters
using cycles was 1.4% in 2016.  In
London, England, where cycling has
always been commonplace and
where the climate is more conducive,
efforts to get more people cycling to
work has led to just 2% of journeys
being by bike and the conclusion that
bike commuting appeals to few.

So, it seems likely that cycling in
Toronto is, and always will be of ap-
peal to a small minority of road users.
That doesn’t mean that their safety is
unimportant and in fact in Toronto
there has been an upward trend in the

number of accidents involving cy-
clists over the period 2008 to 2018,
but a downward trend if measured by
injuries and fatalities per one million
trips.  It is notable that injuries and fa-
talities are much higher on arterial
roads than on minor and local roads.

Toronto’s “Vision Zero Road
Safety Plan” identifies eight cyclist
safety measures.  The first is the pro-
vision of more cycle tracks that sep-
arate cyclists from vehicular traffic.
We estimate that a total of 17 km of
cycle tracks have been installed since
2016.  The other seven measures en-
compass changes at signalized cross-
ings, improved road markings,
increased enforcement and education.

A City study entitled “A Report
on Cycling Fatalities in Toronto
1986-1996” concluded that the ac-
tions most likely to reduce cyclist in-
juries and deaths are giving cyclists
the right of way over cars, creating
on-street bike lanes and off-street
trails, and side-guards on large
trucks.  Certainly, there is an over-
whelming opinion that we need to
separate bicycles from cars and Kay
Teschke, Professor Emeritus at UBC,
observed that “It just makes no sense
for vehicles with such different
masses and velocities to be put to-
gether”.  This opinion is supported by
a European Union study which re-
ported that moving from cars to cy-
cles would increase road accident
injuries and deaths with little change

to the environmental impact.
This article is about road safety,

not the benefits of cycling.  More-
over, the aim of the Vision Zero plan
is to eliminate fatalities and serious
injuries.  It seems that the only way
to achieve this, without bringing the
City to a halt, is to discourage cycling
except and until cycles can be sepa-
rated from motorized vehicles.

In the previous article of this se-
ries, we asked readers to submit ideas
for traffic safety from other parts of
the world.  Reader Lock Hughes ob-
served that in many countries, and
even in parts of Canada, there are fi-
nancial incentives to purchase elec-
tric bikes with the result that many
more are sold than in Toronto.  We
acknowledge that incentives may
make riding bikes more popular but
they do not necessarily lead to a re-
duction in accidents.  Another reader
suggests a practice that is used in Por-
tugal and Spain where permanent
speed sensors at strategic locations
are linked to traffic signals that bring
cars to a halt if they are speeding.
Motorists quickly learn the futility of
exceeding speed limits if it brings
them, and other road users, to a stop.
Of course, there are no revenues from
fines but safety, not money is what
this is all about . . .isn’t it?

Our next article on road safety in
the Bluffs will address the topic of
motorcyclists.

Road Safety  Cyclists Abound

By E.M. Joseph
In  a new collection of

short stories, Bluffs Moni-
tor columnist  Jim Sander-
son takes readers through
the adventures and discov-
eries of a young boy grow-
ing up in Toronto in the
1950s and 60's.  Jim's fam-
ily has lived in East
Toronto for many years,
and  many of his relatives
still reside in south Scar-
borough and The Beach.
This is the second book in
his "Growing up in
Toronto Series", a sequel
to Toronto Island Sum-
mers,  published by James
Lorimer, 2016 

Some stories in this
new book are about the
simple pleasures of child-
hood: shinny hockey on
the Glen Manor rink, a fish
and chip lunch on Queen
Street, smelt fishing on the
Nursewood pier. Others
deal with more complex is-
sues: the effects of World
War Two on the families of
neighbours and friends, the
realization that a close
friend was gay when he
was still in grade school,
trips to the United States to
encounter racial unrest and
the turbulence of the Viet-
nam war.

Residents who lived in
the Beach District during

the 1950's and 60's will
recognize many  land-
marks:  The Alpine Hotel,
Glen Manor Park,  Balmy
Beach School, Malvern
Collegiate, neighbourhood
shops like Laura Secord
Chocolates, the Honey-
moon Ice Cream counter,
Scarborough Movie The-
atre, and Heddon Hard-
ware, which is still in
business today

"I wrote these stories
to help people understand
some of the differences
and similarities between
the lives of children of 50
years ago,  and today,"
Sanderson says. He notes
that some things are cher-
ished by kids of every era:
a caring family, good food,
comfortable places to  live
and play, encouragement
and positive support,  re-
spect from parents, sib-
lings, and friends.
Differences between child-
hood life in the 1950s and
today include more inter-
actions with strangers,
more unsupervised experi-
ences in the natural world,
the absence of  video
games, cell phones, and
computers, and a more
limited knowledge of
events and cultures in
other parts of the world. 

Early stories in the

book describe things like
the Sanderson family's en-
tertainment centre:  a black
and white, 12 channel tel-
evision in a cabinet that
was kept closed during the
day to make it look like an
ordinary piece of furniture.
Its doors were opened to
present cartoons on  Satur-
day morning, Hockey
Night in Canada on Satur-
day night and Walt Disney
at 5:30 before Sunday din-
ner.  

Later stories take read-
ers through coming of-age
issues known to teenagers
everywhere,  in the 1950s
and today:  that shaky
phone call to ask a girl out,
that first date that became
a long, slow, romantic fail-
ure, the  triumph
of passing the
Ontario Driver's
License test,
then a trip across
the border to en-
counter the city
of Detroit in
flames during
the race riots of
1968   

Jim has been
writing since he
was a teenager,
and for a time
was a regular
contributor to the
Fast Forward

technology section of the
Toronto Star.  Beach Histo-
rian Gene Domagala,  For-
mer Mayor John Sewell,
and Cottage Life Editor
Penny Caldwell  have writ-
ten endorsements of this
collection. 

Life in Balmy Beach
is available at the end of
this month at Indigo Coles
Bookstore at Queen Street,
at Cliffside Village Books
on Kingston Road, on
Amazon and other online
booksellers, and through
the Author's website at
www.torontoislandsto-
ries.com.  A launch for the
book, and Author signing
session, will be held at The
Slate Restaurant on Queen
Street, in early December.  

New Book From 
Bluffs Monitor Writer
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toronto at your service

3 1 1

   

City Hall Of ce Constituency Of ce
100 Queen Street W. Scarborough Civic Centre
Suite A11 150 Borough Drive, 2nd Floor
Toronto, ON  M5H 2N2 Scarborough, ON  M1P 4N7

Give thanks, give cheer, 
all through the year.

councillor_crawford@toronto.ca  •  www.councillorcrawford.ca  •  416-392-4052

• McCowan District Park Rink Opening 
(weather permitting) 
McCowan District Park 
150 McCowan Road at Bridlegrove Drive 
December 8th 
10 a.m.

• Crawford’s Craft Corner 
Variety Village World’s Greatest Christmas Party 
3701 Danforth Avenue 
December 16th 
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Staying in Touch
By Gary Crawford

The Tree is up at City Hall and we've
had our first snow fall, both signs that winter
and the holiday season are here. Along with
the festive season, there are plenty of family
events around the City and in our Ward, and
plenty of changes underway.

Please mark December 16th on your
calendars, when I will be hosting my annual
Crawford's Craft Corner at the Variety Vil-
lage World's Greatest Christmas Party. Chil-
dren (and adults) can paint a wooden tree
ornament which adds a personal motif to
any tree.

With 2019 on the horizon, this is the
time of year when many of us reflect on the
preceding year and all that it encompassed
– good, bad and everything else in between.
This has been a busy year for me and my
team. I've enjoyed making connections with
our newly expanded Ward 20 communities.
They bring a wealth of dedication and com-
mitment to the table and I'm confident that
we can accomplish a lot together. The new
Ward boundaries are now from Victoria
Park Avenue to Markham Road, and from
the lake north to Eglinton Avenue. 

The new geographic boundaries com-
bined with the reduction in the size of coun-
cil, present some challenges as well as good
opportunities. We will now have the ability
to transform how things get done at the City.
During this transitional time we will be re-
viewing and amending our governance
model and transforming our operations to
the benefit of the City and our local commu-
nities. 

As positive changes to procedures at
City Hall are underway, I'll also be review-
ing all opportunities to improve serving our
local communities. In the New Year I will
be reaching out to all communities in the

Ward. This will be a good opportunity to
have a fresh look at our shared visions, pri-
orities, and the strategies to achieve them.
I'll be connecting with residents from both
the existing and new neighbourhoods, to
learn how we can all benefit from our joint
efforts for positive change. I will continue
to host Town Halls, attend BIA and Commu-
nity Association meetings and host weekly
drops-ins at local Community Centres. In
January I will be posting the schedule for the
drop-in dates. 
With the winter weather upon us, please re-
member that residential sidewalks will be
cleared of snow once the snow has stopped
and the accumulation has reached eight cen-
timetres. High pedestrian volume sidewalks,
which are adjacent to arterial roads, transit
routes, school zones and around accessibil-
ity locations, will be cleared when the snow
has stopped and the accumulation has
reached two centimetres. This service can
take up to 72 hours to complete and does not
include driveways or approaches. Residents
and business owners are asked to clear snow
from sidewalks adjacent to their properties
within 12 hours of a snowfall, making their
area safer for everyone. If you have any fur-
ther questions about Toronto's snow clearing
service you may call 311, or my office at
416-392-4052.

Thank you in advance to for being good
neighbours, especially during the snow sea-
son.  Thank you also for ensuring that I am
returning as the Ward 20 Councillor so that
we can continue to do good work together.
A special thanks to my team, Gail Ross,
Tamara Hermann, William Burtch & Kirstin
Campbell who always go above and beyond
to serve our residents and who were instru-
mental in making 2018 such a successful
year.

Recognized as the “opening day of the giving season” #GivingTuesday 
is a day where you can make a positive impact and pay it forward.

At Variety, we bring parents, volunteers, donors, and local 
community-driven organizations and funders together for a single 
purpose: to create welcoming spaces, run dynamic programming, 
and make 1 on 1 connections that transform the lives of children with 
disabilities in our communities. 

We’re on a mission to see every child in every community across 
Ontario have access to inclusive programming. Join the global move-
ment dedicated to giving back, and take local action right here in your 
community by making a donation.

Help Variety bring kids off the sidelines 
and into the game. 

#GivingTuesday         NOVEMBER 27

Donate today!
varietyontario.ca 

A day 
TUE give. 

New branding, same great purpose!
varietyontario.caVISIT OUR

NEW
Website!

You’ll notice a new logo, a fresh colour palette, 
and an updated look in general, but 
what we do and how we help 
is still the very same.

DUCKWORTH’S
FISH & CHIPS

Proudly Serving 
Scarborough for 62 Years

2282 Kingston Rd. 
(at Ridgemoor Ave.)

416-266-0033

Store Hours:
Monday - Thursday

11:00AM to 7:30 PM
Friday

11:00AM to 8:30 PM
Saturday

11:30AM to 7:30 PM
Sunday
Closed

Tables close 1/2 hour before store

Me
rry

Christm
as!



Cooking up Christmas Goodies; fr     Dan Bensen and Karen Gordon share    fresh baked cookies at the St Paul’s U   Market Place Saturday November 10th

Christine Elliot, Deputy Premier and Minister of

Health and Long-Term Care; Introduces Sca
rborough

Health Network
.  The new name

 and branding fo
r the 3 Scar-

borough Hospita
ls formerly know

n as Scarboroug
h and Rouge

Hospitals. 

Ph
ot
o;
 W
ilh
el
m
 M
ei
je
r f
or
 S
ca
rb
or
ou
gh
 H
ea
lth
 N
et
w
or
k

St. Teresa’s Bazaar;  Wendy Hooker and Gerri Loginow volunteering andkeeping a close eye on the bake table on Saturday Nov. 17th
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All Smiles;  From Left, Donna Lakar, Jennifer
Eisler and Marie -Adele Martin bring the warmth

of the holiday season to the Melville Presbyterian

Church Bazaar on Saturday November 10th.

Our Community

We can’t cover it if we don’t know about it.           

Not Ready For Prim            sale at the Charlottetown                   

St. Fatima; Christmas Bazaar was held Sunday Nov.25th led by Savina Barretto and Angela Pappaianniof the Parent’s Council

The Smile of Freedom; Charles Cline, attending 
Remembrance Day ceremonies at the Cenotaph, was a
17 year old private in the Queens Own Rifles when they
stormed Juno Beach almost 75 years ago. The Queen's
Own Rifles had the highest casualties among the Cana-
dian regiments with 143 killed, wounded or captured.

Vimy Oaks planted at the Guild Inn; Wendy Phillips, an Elder at UTSC,  The Ho-

nourable John McKay MP Scarborough Guildwoo
d, Raymond Vendrig, Manager Urban

Forset Renewal, City of Toronto and Mitzie Hunt
er, MPP Scarborough Guildwood, all

lend a hand in planting 1 of 2 Vimy Oaks on the fro
nt lawn of the Guild Inn  on Nov.14th.

Sr. Boys Football Playoffs; Quarter Final Action,  Wed. Nov. 8th at Birch-mount stadium. Malvern (above in black) defeats North Toronto C.I. 38-6 butloses in the semi-final to Senator O’Connor the following week 41-14 



   rom left, Joyce Tytla Rev.     e some smiles and some       United Church Mistletoe    h

Port Union Seniors Bazaar; Frances Bischoff - quite literally
lit up the entire event on Saturday November 17th.

In the Spirit; Aldo Bombardieri enjoying all thesights and sounds at the St. Joseph’s Christmas Bazaar
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All Photos, except as noted  ~ john smee Bluffs Monitor

   me Time; Benjiman Montgomery is fascinated by the handmade snowglobes that were for   n Jr. P.S. winter fair on Sat. Nov. 24th. At 21 months he isn’t quite old enough for school. 

2891 Kingston Road   •   416-901-1133
at St. Clair Ave. opposite Canadian Tire

www.vindaloocuisine.com

Lunch Specials - Thursdays and Fridays
Chicken, Lamb or Seafood - comes with Chana
Masala, Naan, Rice, Raita and Rice Pudding
We do Delivery, Take-Out, and Catering 

Hours of Operation
Tue, Wed : 3pm to 10pm  Thurs. Fri. : 11.30am to 10pm
Saturday & Sunday 2pm to 10 pm

Let Us Warm You 
During this Holiday Season

Come taste our unique blend of more than 14 
herbs that go into our homemade Vindaloo sauce

Santa and Mrs Claus and Two New Elves; That would be, from left, Jack Donnor and D
oug

Black, both volunteers at the St. Dunstan 
of Canterbury Christmas Bazaar on Satur

day Nov. 17th.
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By Hailey McCowan
It was an absurd snow storm during

Christmas 2013 that brought communities
together. All across Ontario people were
without electricity for days, sometimes
weeks. Trees and electrical wires were en-
cased by inches of ice that caused them to
fall by the minute. For the first time in a long
time, families spent time together sharing
stories and playing board games instead of
locked away in their bedrooms, only coming
down to eat dinner. There was no television,
or wifi - there was only companionship and
family to keep one another warm.

I remember what that Christmas was
like for my family. I woke up that morning
and the house felt much colder, I shivered
under my blanket. I looked out my window
to see that the ground was covered in a blan-
ket of snow. The branches of trees hung to
the ground, limp against the weight of the ice
that layered their branches. I walked down
the stairs to see my family wrapped in blan-
kets, trying their best to keep warm. It felt
even colder on the main floor. They told me
that the whole neighbourhood was struck by
this ice storm; everyone’s power was cut. 

We walked carefully to the houses of
everyone on our street, making sure that they
were safe and warm. We talked amongst our-
selves for most of that day, trying to get an
idea of how we would reach our loved ones;
only those who had charged cell phones
would be able to call their families. People
had prepared soups and hot chocolate so that
everyone could have some food to eat. We
cooked all of our food on the barbecue and

we ate as a family, sharing christmas stories
and making sleeping arrangements for that
evening. We lit candles so that we could see
through the dark night and we closed all the
doors on the upper floor level so that the heat
would be kept with us on the main floor. We
slept together in the living room with all the
blankets that we could find.

The next day was the same. We had no
power or heat. We boiled a pot of tea on the
barbecue and got to work right away. Part of
my family shoveled the driveway while the
others went to check up on older neighbours
who had no family by their side. At one point
I remember hearing what sounded like a low
hum and then a series of mechanical buzzing
noises - it was the transformer at the end of
our street. It exploded and for a moment and
lit up the sky with green and blue sparks. We
then went to gather my great grandparents,
who stayed with us. 

On Kingston Road, civilians were di-
recting traffic and guiding people to where
they needed to be. Everyone was shovelling
driveways, cutting up pieces of fallen wood
and sharing food and time together. I remem-
ber looking out my living room window that
afternoon and seeing both kids and adults
skating up and down the road. A big smile
grew across my face and I immediately ran
for my skates. I tied them up tight and was
outside in a flash. The street was littered with
branches and blocks of ice; there was a big
cable wire laying in the middle of the road
but we all knew to stay away from it when
skating. I was given a hockey stick and I
began to race up and down the road. I came

to understand that this is what people meant
when they said to make the best out of a bad
situation.  

Half way through the third day, one of
our neighbours came to visit us, to see how
our family was doing. He came to give us
one of his generators that he had found in his
basement. But just before he left, the power
had turned back on and the house erupted
with light. The Christmas tree was ablaze.

Every one of us erupted in laughter and
cheer and our neighbour rushed home to cel-

ebrate with his family.
It was that snowstorm that drew families

together, giving them a real portrayal of love
and empathy for one another. We can accom-
plish great things if we focus on working to-
gether. That snow storm helped us to relearn
the message of Christmas, which Dr. Seuss
said best - “ ‘Maybe Christmas’ he thought
doesn't come from a store. Maybe Christmas
perhaps… means a little bit more.” That
Christmas was the best I have ever known. 

Ohh, The Weather Outside Was Frightful

 

We would like to invite you to lunch at 
the Scarboro Golf and Country Club 

Tuesdays at 12:15 p.m. 

Each Christmas, our Rotary 
Club helps families in 

Scarborough with gifts and 
food to ensure that they 

have a Merry Christmas, or 
are able to celebrate their  

holiday traditions. 

Season's Greetings to All 
If you are interested in our many Rotary programs, and in helping others 
through our community and international humanitarian projects – 
consider The Rotary Club of Scarborough.  
For information – www.rotaryclubscarborough.org  
or Marcy Tomassani: 416-567-2318; marciano.tomassini@gmail.com 

MEN AND WOMEN OF ALL PROFESSIONS,  
BACKGROUNDS, AGES AND CULTURES  

 

www.bluffsmonitor.com

by Patricia Boyes and Monica McClure
A pastoral patch of land nestled in the

midst of the bustling city of Scarborough is
home to a thriving three-hundred-plus mem-
ber Christian congregation, St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church. The church’s mission
has been to share God’s love in this country-
like setting for over two hundred years.  The
first church building was erected in 1819 on
land donated by David Thomson, who set-
tled here from Scotland in 1799; it lies adja-
cent to Thomson Park.  
Seventeen pastors have been called to St.
Andrew’s beginning with the Rev. William
Jenkins, and including both the current pas-
tor, Duncan Cameron, and the first associate
pastor, Monica McClure.   
St. Andrew’s is known for its excellent
preaching, its warm welcome and its pro-
grams for all ages.  Two services on Sunday
morning provide a diverse music program
and programming for Kid’s Church and
Youth Group.  Next spring the church will
host an “Alpha program” where one can ex-
plore life, faith and God in an informal,
friendly environment. There are also a vari-
ety of social activities, often revolving
around food, such as Burns’ Night and St.
Patrick’s night. The Pastoral Care program
maintains contact with those unable to attend
worship services; it supports families in care
giving, and those who are grieving.  The Pas-
toral Care luncheons include a Communion
Service, food, fun and fellowship.
St. Andrew’s is pleased to support the work
of Evangel Hall, an inner-city mission in
downtown Toronto.  This Mission works
with the marginalized and homeless. St. An-
drew’s is also actively supporting the
Pikangikum infrastructure project, which
provides indoor plumbing for homes in this
remote First Nation Community.  During the

Syrian refugee crisis, churches in this Pres-
bytery including St. Andrew’s, sponsored 5
families to come to Canada and give contin-
uing support through the LinC program for
Syrian refugees.
This year St. Andrew’s celebrated its Bicen-
tennial with many special events. The kick-
off service in September 2017 was modeled
on an early 1800’s outdoor church service
and many people came in period costume.
Food and fellowship followed to the delight
of everyone. 
The year-end banquet was like a grand
homecoming, bringing people with past con-
nections together for great fellowship. The
highlight of the culminating bicentennial
worship service on June 10th, 2018 was the
presentation of a specially commissioned an-
them “We Will Share Your Love, Oh Lord.”
For those looking for a Christian faith-based
community to belong to, all are welcome at
St. Andrew’s! 

All Are Welcome

St. Andrews Church nestled in the
trees just East of Thompson Park.  

vs

who delivers 72 papers on Brinloor Blvd, 
- a valued volunteer since 1996

And receives a Gift Certificate to use at her choice of 
any one of the businesses advertising in this newspaper.

Our Thanks to December’s Volunteer of the Month,

Volunteers - January Issue Delivery 
Date is: Thursday, January 3rd, 2019
Please advise the office now,  if you cannot deliver for 

that issue, so we can make other arrangements.

Thank You to the volunteers who get their papers into the
hands of their neighbours as soon as it is off the press! 

They especially appreciate being able to make
Sales and Events on time! 

We couldn’t do it 
without you.

Please call us at:  416-691-4085

Not getting Delivery?   Why not volunteer on your own street?
We currently have an opening for The Townhouses 

at 26 Livingston Rd. South of Sylvan Ave. 
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Atlantic Salmon Arctic Char Scallops
Live Lobster King Crab Legs Snow Crab
Rock Lobster Tails Malpeque Oysters     Shrimp

Specialty Tea Screech Chocolate Jam
Barley Toy Candy Ribbon Candy and more.

  

2277 Kingston Rd. W. of Midland at Ridgemoor Dr.

416-266-6767 416-266-5557

BREAKFAST SPECIAL $5.99 Monday - Friday 8am - 11am

2 eggs, home fries, toast, fresh fruits and bacon or sausage

6 draught beers on tap large wine selection
wifi lounge area to accommodate a private 
party for up to 50 people

OPEN 8 A.M. 7 DAYS for Breakfast/ Lunch/ Dinner

Italian Cuisine

LA 
SCOGLIERA

Buy One Entree

at the Regular Price

Get a second one

50% off

www.lascogliera.ca       info@lascogliera.ca

Providence Healthcare

By Emily Dawson
Michael Pasquale has always held warm
memories of Providence Healthcare. His
grandmother and aunts had received excep-
tional care there and those experiences
stayed with him over the years. When the
time came to seek palliative care for his
mother, Rosie, they both knew that Provi-
dence was the only place she wanted to be.

Providence has a 161-year legacy of
providing care to our city’s most frail. When
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Toronto opened
the House of Providence downtown in 1857,
it was to receive those who had nowhere else
to go: widows, orphans, the homeless, and
others in need.

The Sisters moved Providence to its cur-
rent location at Warden and St. Clair Av-
enues in 1962. While many of our east-end
neighbours are familiar with our campus, the
programs and services we offer have evolved
over the years to meet the changing needs of
the community, our city, and the health-care
system across our province.

In addition to our long-term care home
and Adult Day Program for people living
with moderate to severe dementia, our hos-
pital offers rehabilitation and palliative care. 

Pasquale grew up in East York in the
1960s and fondly remembers how generous
the Sisters were to the Scarborough commu-
nity.

He recalls playing in the Sisters’ gym
with schoolmates when there were no other
gyms available to them.

“All the Sisters asked was that we be-
haved! Through them, we started learning
about Providence.”

Little did Pasquale know the important
role Providence would play in his life
decades later.

Our Palliative Care program started in
1982 as a 17-bed unit. Subsequently, we
launched an outreach program to assist peo-
ple to stay in their homes as long as possible,
which was a transformational initiative at the
time.

Today, we have a 35-bed unit and our
staff are committed to maintaining comfort,
managing pain, and fostering dignity for the
dying. They work as a holistic team to sup-
port patients and families, answering ques-
tions, allaying fears, and explaining services. 

Pasquale was Rosie’s primary caregiver
as she started aging and requiring intensive
care. Rosie was a widow by this time, still
living in the same East York home Pasquale
grew up in – and he lived just a short walk
away. 

“My mother was ahead of her time. She
was a feisty, strong-willed woman who
worked her way up to become a director of
Finance and Administration for Revenue
Canada’s Toronto headquarters. She pro-
vided so much for our family. We are grate-
ful to this day,” said Pasquale.

“We had lots of time together – every
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday was ‘Mom
day’ – and I cherished that. I wanted to be
able to care for her as she aged. But it was a
difficult role for a son to take on because it
was very personal, like bathing and dressing
her.

“She had so many falls and I was nerv-
ous all the time. Ultimately, she had a terrible
fall that changed everything. Her mind was
sharp but her body was deteriorating
quickly.”

In a hospital after this last fall, both
Pasquale and Rosie – and her doctor – rec-
ognized that palliative care was the best op-
tion. 

“I said to her, ‘Mom, we have to find
better care - we can’t send you back home
on your own.’”

Pasquale clearly remembers his Mom’s
conversation with her doctor. 

“She told him, ‘There’s one place and
one place only, and you better get me in
there! If I can go to Providence, I’ll be
happy.’ She felt a connection there.” 

Our Caregiver Floor, opened in 2016,
supports extended visiting during this diffi-
cult time, including two guest suites for
overnight stays. These suites are for family
members traveling long distances to visit, or
for those who wish to remain close by and
be available at a moment’s notice. 

Our environment is designed to help
people enjoy their remaining time together.
In recent years, we have facilitated wed-
dings, baptisms, birthdays and anniversaries.
We even arranged a granddaughter’s Bolly-
wood dance recital for her grandfather and
other patients.  

The Canadian Institute for Health Infor-
mation (CIHI) released a report in Septem-
ber that shows most Canadians (75 per cent)
want to die at home. Providence can help
people with this.

We offer respite care through short-stay
admissions of up to two weeks to give a
caregiver time for rest and renewal. For fam-
ilies caring for a loved one at home, respite
services are a lifeline to maintaining their
own well-being. 

While we care for the person in respite,
family members can use the time for self-
care, a vacation, or to manage personal and
professional obligations. 

Providence also offers a “return home”
option for patients who would like to die at
home after having their symptoms managed
here. We can quickly and seamlessly bring
the patient back to Providence if things don’t
go as planned at home. 

Every situation is different and we work
individually with patients to help them fulfill
their personal choice.

For Pasquale, his mother didn’t get the
chance to return home. 

“My mother’s birthday is January 1. In
December, we started to plan a birthday cel-
ebration. We asked her to hang on and she
did. She died a few days later, so we’re grate-
ful we celebrated her big day,” said Pasquale.

“We both felt at peace that Providence
was her last stop. Her doctor, nurses, and
everyone on the unit were so good, and I al-
ways felt in the loop – they took good care
of me too. She was safe and peaceful. That’s
all we could have wanted.”

Emily Dawson is the senior communi-
cations advisor at Providence Healthcare.
She can be reached at edawson@provi-
dence.on.ca

The Team; Tracy Stober, Social Worker on the Palliative Care unit, provides essen-
tial support services for both patients and families like Rosie and Michael. Pictured
here with Tracy are other members of our Palliative Care Interprofessional Team.

Every Sunday afternoon -
Acoustic Music

with Jimmy Carton Band
Tickets still available for

NEW YEARS EVE
tarainn.ca for more info

DE
CE
MB

ER

Photo ~ By Ramon Syyap
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By Marie Everatt
      Ernie, an elder homeless man
and client of Haven Toronto, is on
a ten kilometre walk to Commis-
sioners to turn a shopping cart of
scrap metal into a pocket full of
cash.
     To go from having nothing to
having hundreds of dollars opens
up all kinds of possibilities, oppor-
tunities and risks. Older homeless
men like Ernie are easy targets.
They are beaten and robbed for
much less, like a five dollar phone
cord.

     For Ernie, this new found
wealth will be used to help fill a
void. And, if only for a short while,
he'll feel on top of the world.
     Two summers ago, Ernie trav-
elled back home to live with family.

However, his brother and sister,
also in their 70s, could not give him
the specialized care and support he
needs. Not to be a family burden,
Ernie returned to Toronto’s streets.
     It was the staff at Haven
Toronto that Ernie visited first upon
his return. The same staff that es-
corted him to Emergency after a
bloody fall. And it is the staff of
Haven Toronto, Ernie’s unofficially
adopted family, with whom he
shares his proudest moments, like
when he donates annually to Sick-
Kids.
     Ernie’s sister died when they
were children. Ernie remembers the
hurt and the hopelessness. Every
Christmas for years now, Ernie do-
nates cash that he collects to Sick-

Kids in memory of his sister, hop-
ing that it makes a difference in the
lives of others.
     Contrary to popular belief, cash
isn’t king. Ernie is.
     Haven Toronto is a drop-in cen-
tre for elder men impacted by
poverty, homelessness and social
isolation. The only facility of its
kind in Canada, Haven Toronto
serves thousands annually and sees
250 to 400 clients daily.
     For men like Ernie, Haven
Toronto is a safe space where they
are part of a community, are treated
with respect and afforded their dig-
nity.
     Haven Toronto provides crisis
and housing support, healthy meals
three times daily and onsite nurses,
dental hygienists and barbers.
Haven Toronto also provides basic
needs including clothing, laundry
and showers, computers and inter-
net.

Contrary to popular belief, 
cash isn’t king. Ernie is.

Haven Toronto is a drop-in 
centre for elder men impacted by
poverty, homelessness and social

isolation.

A Homeless Heart Of Gold
sponsored content

  

 

 
 

   
   

 
   

 
 

 
 

      

    
   

        

  
    

    
    

           

  

 

 
 

   
   

 
   

 
 

 
 

      

    
   

        

  
    

    
    

           

www.seniorsrealestate.net

SENIOR HOMES, LIFE LEASE CONDOS
Saifoo Lau, Salesperson  www.saifoolau.com
Homelife Landmark Realty Inc., Brokerage
Call/Text: 416.816.9323 • 905-305-1600

CHICKEN OR EGG? WHICH CAME FIRST?

VIENNA FINE FOODS

1050 Birchmount Rd., just N. of Eglinton Ave.

Tel: 416-759-4481
Fax:  416-759-4482

ORDER
your Geese
and Ducks 

(frozen)
and 

Fresh
Turkey
NOW 

for Christ-
mas

Smoked Fish also
available

large selection of:
◆ chocolates  ◆ pralines  ◆ marzipan

◆ Christmas Stollen  ◆ cookies
and much more

GIFT BASKETS … select your own items

Every Saturday : from now until Xmas taste
our Hot Apple Cider and Xmas Stollen
Every Thursday : SENIOR DISCOUNT 10%

excluding “Little Imbiss” Snack Bar

From Our

Wide selection of imported delicatessen, including
meat and a large assortment of home made cold cuts.

St. Paul’s United Church Upcoming Events!
200 McIntosh Street  416-261-4222

Saturday, December 1st at 7:30 • Cadence Holiday
Concert    An a cappella experience you won’t forget!  
Tickets: $20 for adults, $10 for children.

Saturday, December 8th at 10:00 a.m. • Cookie Walk   Fill
your box with a large selection of homemade cookies!  $12 a box.       
Thursday, December 13th at 7:00 p.m. • Community Carol
Sing   Gather together for hot chocolate and a traditional carol
sing! Free event; Food Bank donations are encouraged.

Saturday, December 15th at 9 a.m.     • Breakfast with Santa! 
$15 per child, $10 for additional siblings, $7 for adults
A fun-filled morning with pancakes, fruit and juice, a visit with Santa,
featuring professional entertainment, crafts, a present and more! 
Please pre-register by December 6th. 

Tuesday, December 18th at noon. • Senior’s Luncheon 
All seniors are welcome! Free event, donations welcome.

Dr. Rumeet Billan autographs a copy of her book, “What Do I Want To Become?”
for a smiling, grateful youngster at Centennial College.          Photo ~ Delorean Klien

By Felicia Carty
On Sunday October 21st, dozens of Scar-

borough families arrived at Centennial Col-
lege’s School of Hospitality, Tourism, and
Culinary Arts, to take part in a new type of
event. 

Arriving an hour past noon, the families
were seated and served lunch – platters of
sandwiches, vegetables and dips. The meal
was served in what organizers call “family-
style”, brought out and placed at tables where
families could help themselves.

For the families, the entire meal – which
included soup and dessert – was free, and pre-
pared in surrounding kitchens by Centennial
Culinary Art students. The families were also
granted one additional gift that day – a read-
ing from children’s author Dr.Rumeet Billan,
along with a free copy of her newly released
book, Who Do I Want To Become?

The day’s event, called Eating and Read-
ing, was an initiative partnered by Centennial
College and The Reading Partnership, a com-
munity organization that works to address low
literacy rates among children in East Scarbor-
ough. 

"Institutions might not always see them-
selves as responsible for tackling issues such
as low literacy rates in communities,” said

Camesha Cox, executive director of The
Reading Partnership. “Or they may want to
help, but might not know exactly what they
can do. We’re thinking outside the box, find-
ing ways to make anybody who wants to be
involved a partner.” 

“It’s about creating positive habits
around eating and reading, so that children
can have positive reinforcements,” Dean Joe
Baker of Centennial College said about the
event. 

After reading from her book, Dr. Billan
led a discussion about a question that children
and young people are often asked: what do
you want to be? Dr. Bilaan book encourages
children, and adults, to instead ask themselves
who do you want to be? A question, the author
says, that can be answered by character traits
and attributes. 

The event catered specifically to fami-
lies, and included a chartered bus from
Toronto Community Housing, in an effort to
keep the opportunity accessible. In total, there
were more than 100 guests. It’s something
Dean Baker hopes to see again. 

“We try to stay really connected to our
local community,” Baker said. ”The Reading
Partnership has big plans and goals. We hope
to be a part of that."

Eating and Reading 
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BILL BLAIR
Member of Parliament
Scarborough Souhtwest

Come by our community office:
2263 Kingston Rd.
416-261-8613
Bill.Blair@parl.gc.ca

Monday - Friday
(except Wednesday) 10am-4pm

Wednesday
12pm-7pm

Bluffs
Resident

NUSHEEN STUDIO
Change your looks and feel better!

At nusheen studio, with modern facilities,
quality products, and relaxed atmosphere,
stylish hair is a great way to prepare your-

self for the holiday season! Call today and
make an appointment for a new look -  be-

cause you’re worth it!
Address: 143 Audrey Ave,

Tel: 416-519-9207
Located just north of Kingston Rd, between Vic-

toria Park and Warden Ave.

www.nusheen.ca

www.sewheresewnow.com

Sew Here Sew Now
Singer  Husqvarna - PFAFF

Sewing, Embroidery, Quilting, Serging

Come see our full line of BURDA FASHION patterns & our 
expanded line of quality all cotton fabrics. We are more than
“just another store”. We pride ourselves in providing that 
“personal knowledgeable service” that is so  lacking today. 

Come & experience the difference here!

SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS • LESSONS • NOTIONS

SEWING CENTRE

370 Old Kingston Road • 416-282-0440

Send us your Community Calendar Listings
$14.25 for up to 20 words (add’l words are 58¢ each)

CONTACT US: Phone: 416-691-4085 OR EMAIL: accounts@bluffsmonitor.com
Or Send your Ad(s) with cheque payable to ‘Bluffs Monitor’ by mail to: 9 Whitecap Blvd. Scarborough, M1M 2Y5

Written for the Community, by the Community,
and seen by 40,000 in the community

Community Calendar

X’MAS Gift & Art Show by the Beach Guild of fine Art:
Saturday, December 1st, 12 noon - 8:00pm & Sunday, 
December 2nd, 10:00am - 5:00pm., Gardener’s Cottage, 
30 Lee Ave. (S;outh of Queen St.) The show features a 
wonderful array of original Art, small paintings, x’mas 
ornaments & unique gifts. Free admission.

Catholic Woman’s League CHRISTMAS BAZAAR: 
Saturday, December 1st, 9:00am to 2:00pm, Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church (Birchmount Rd. & Danforth Ave.).
Baked goods, gently used items for sale, lunch and snack
bar. Table rentals for $25. (contact Alice at 416-453-3965)

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church presents: 
“A Bible Times Christmas Event for Families”.
Saturday, December 8th, 5:00 to 7:00pm, St. Andrew’s
Church, 115 St. Andrew’s Rd., Scarborough. Come visit
Bethlehem & Celebrate Jesus at different stations through-
out the Church. Cost: $5.00 per family. 416-438-4100.

Scarborough Chorus Presents: "Home for the Holidays"
Concert & Bake Sale. Saturday, December 8th, 2:00pm
(doors open 1:00pm), Scarborough Bluffs United Church,
3739 Kingston Road. Order you tickets at www.scarbor-
oughchorus.com & pick up at the door. Adults $20., Chil-
dren (15 & under) free (ticket required).  416-431-7557
Community Carol Sing: Thurs., Dec. 13th, 7:00pm at 
St. Paul’s United Church, 200 McIntosh St. Free Event.
See display ad in this issue of Bluffs Monitor for detail.
Muddy Paws presents: Christmas Pet Portraits. 
Get your Pet’s Photo taken on Santa’s knee! Sat. Dec. 15th,
1:00pm-4:00pm, 123 Guildwood Pkwy. Appt. or walk-in.
See display ad in this issue of Bluffs Monitor for details.
East End Story Tellers: Winter Holiday Edition (drop-in)
Sat., Dec. 1st, 2:00 - 3:00pm, Morningside Library. 
2nd Annual Christmas Sing-A-Long Cabaret: Mon., Dec.
10th, 7:30pm, Scarborough Village Theatre, 3600 Kingston
Rd. Tickets: $12. SMT Celebrate the holidays fund raiser. 

Acoustic Harvest Presents: John Huston with The 
MadriGALS in Charles Dickens “A Christmas Carol”. 
Saturday, December 8th, 8:00pm, St. Paul’s United
Church, 200 McIntosh Ave. For over 25 years, Huston has
performed this one-man show. You will believe you are
watching Dickens himself, performing it as he did over 150
years ago. Tickets: $25. @ door, $22. in advance @
www.acousticharvest.ca

“Christmas Miracles: A Celebration of Unexpected
Gifts” Saturday,December 15th, 7:30 pm, Birchcliff Bluffs
United Church, 33 East Rd.,(Warden Ave. & Kingston Rd.).
Seasonal Stories read by retired CTV News Anchor Lloyd
Robertson, Avis Favaro, Don Gray, Rev. Christine Smaller.
Christmas Music & Refreshments. Ticket proceeds support
Bluffs Food Bank. Tickets: $15. at www.bbuc.ca or call the
church office (416-694-4081).

CONCERT: “Jazzy & Bright” featuring renowned 
Bach Children’s Chorus and Bach Chamber Youth Choir,
Saturday, December 15th at 7:30 pm, Scarborough Bluffs
United Church, 3739 Kingston Rd. at Scarborough Golf
Club Rd. Tickets: $20. 416-267-8265
Cathedral Bluffs Orchestra Presents: A Night at the
Opera. Featuring the Toronto Beaches Children’s & Youth
Chorus & Cristina Pisani & David Diston, Sat.,Dec 15th,
8:00pm, P.C. Ho Theatre, 5183 Sheppard Ave. E.

An O. Henry Christmas: presented by Scarborough  
Theatre Guild, Nov 30, Dec. 1, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14 at 8pm &
Dec. 2, 9, 15 at  2pm. Scarborough Village Theatre,  3600
Kingston Rd., Tickets: $24. (adult) $20. (students/seniors).
To receive $2.00 off your ticket bring their ad from our 
November issue or order online using code BLUFFSM2.

Toronto Beaches Children’s & Youth Chorus presents:
Winter Melodies. Saturday, December 1st, 3:30pm, 
Metropolitan United Church, 56 Queen St., E. Tickets:
$15./adult,  $ 10./youth (13 - 18), $5./children (12 & under).

Concert: The Toronto Beach Chorale kicks off it’s
2018/2019 season on Sunday, December 2nd at 07:30pm
with “Great Joy” an evening of classical choral works to
celebrate the season featuring the beloved Jesu Joy of Man’s
Desiring, D. Buxtehude’s Magnificat and motets by Hassler,
Bruckner, Reger and Rachmaninov, as well as carols 
recounting the story of Mary and the Angel Gabriel. 
Artistic Director Mervin W. Fick leads the choir and 
chamber orchestra, joined by guest soloists Virginia Hatfield,
Lillian Brooks, Charles Davidson and Ryan Moilliet. 
Sunday, December 2nd, 2018 - 07:30pm - Kingston Road
United Church, (975 Kingston Road, Toronto). 
For more information and to purchase tickets, visit us at 
www.torontobeacheschorale.com 
General: $25. ($30. at the door, cash only) / Youth (7-18):
$12.50 ($15. at the door) / Children under 7: FREE!

VOLUNTEER     •    VOLUNTEER     •    VOLUNTEER    •    VOLUNTEER    •    VOLUNTEER

EVENTS    •    EVENTS    •    EVENTS    •    EVENTS    •    EVENTS    •    EVENTS

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUR CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES CALENDAR FOR DATES AND TIMES

Making your New Year’s Resolutions?Why not make one of
them to help in your community? This section of the Bluffs
Monitor Community Calendar advertises requests for 
volunteers. Call one of them, or any of the neighbourhood food
banks, schools churches etc. There are so many opportunities
you are sure to find something that is just right for you.
To advertise requests for volunteers in the Community 
Calendar contact Bluffs Monitor at 416-691-4085. We will
include your ad, space permitting.

Have you experienced the death of a spouse/partner, sibling,
child or parent: Do you know the journey of grief: Scarbor-
ough Centre for Healthy Communities (SCHC)‚ professionally
trains compassionate, kind and committed volunteers to provide
peer bereavement support, both individual and mutual support
groups, for people who are greiving the death of someone close
to them. Training begins at the end of January 2019 on Thursday
evenings. Apply to Betty Ann Rutledge, 
416-642-9445 ext. 4418 or brutledge@schcontario.ca

Frontier College Scarborough offers free classes and 
tutoring sessions to adults wanting to upgrade literacy, math
or basic computer skills. Frontier College: Learning For Life.
Volunteer Tutors needed to help adults improve reading, math
and basic computer skills at Frontier College Scarborough, 
3 hours weekly, training provided. Call 647-258-8976 or 
email: ddennis@frontiercollege.ca. 

Make a difference in the life of an isolated senior: by be-
coming a friendly visiting volunteer. Regular visits & phone
calls can help people stay connected to their communities and
building a meaningful relationship with a senior in your com-
munity enhances your quality of life as well! Weekly 1-2 hour
visits & calls. 6 months to 1 year commitment preferred.
Apply: 416-642-9445 ext. 4418 or brutledge@schcontario.ca

Need Help with reading, writing and math for work and
everyday life? Toronto District School Board offers free
tutoring for adults. Call 416-396-5904.

3019 Kingston Road
Cliffcrest Plaza
Scarborough, ON  M1M 1P1
Bus.: 416-265-5264
Toll Free Fax: 1-877-630-7717
bruce.hotrum@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Bruce D. Hotrum
Financial Advisor

Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund

Foot, heel & ankle pain
Nails, corns, callus, warts
Paediatric/Diabetic care 

Custom-made 
Orthotics

Sports Injuries

Anne Solowey, B.Sc, D.Ch

4129 Lawrence Avenue East
Call Today

Over 25 Years’ 

PROFESSIONAL FOOTCARE

ENTERTAINMENT    •    ENTERTAINMENT      •    ENTERTAINMENT     •    ENTERTAINMENT
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DANFORTH GAS & CAR WASH

3561 Danforth Avenue at Warden 
416-699-0638

ALL 
SIZES
5, 10, 
20, 30, 
40 & 
100 lbs.

We also sell Diesel

BBQ

Danforth Ave.

Clonmore Dr. Hollis Ave.

OPEN 24 HOURS

W
ar
de
n 
Av
e.

We also sell BBQ Tanks

Keep your car
clean and full

throughout
the season!

TRADES  & SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

REG’S APPLIANCE
SERVICE

www.regsappliance.com

416-691-6893
• In Home Service
• Reasonable Rates

Our
38th Year!

416-693-5998

Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration 
Ventilation • Electrical • Humidification

Installation  •  Service

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING Residential / Commercial

SON
PLUMBING

Master Plumber

416-567-4535
Call Matthew

• Full Plumbing Service
• Faucets & Toilet Repairs
• Licenced and Insured
• Fast Friendly Service
• Seniors Discount
• Free Estimates

Over 100 Years of Service

• Granite Monuments
• Bronze & Granite Markers
• Bronze Lanterns & Vases
• Statues & Photos

• Lettering in All Languages
• Memorial Cleaning
• In-Home Service
• Custom Designs

Large Indoor Showroom
Servicing All Cemeteries and Nationalities

110 Anaconda Ave. (Birchmount Rd., 2 Blocks North of  St. Clair)

Est. 1897

Creber Son & Co. Monuments

416-261-9393   •   416-261-6200
crebermonuments@rogers.com

• Full and Partial Kitchen and Bathroom Renovations
• Custom Cabinets and Vanities
• Tile, Marble and Granite installations
• Custom Glass and Shower Installations

Avonlea Kitchen &
Bathroom Concepts
www.avonlearenovations.com

Visit Our Beautiful Showroom
1980 Danforth Avenue at Woodbine

416-422-5276

Complete Property Maintenance Including:
Lawn Maintenance Snow removal
Spring/Fall Clean-ups Aerating
Gardening Hedge Trimming
Junk Removal . . . and More

Call Today For a Free Estimate
905-767-5722 • 416-702-5722 416-567-4535

Call Matthew

• Free In-Home Estimates
• Seniors Rates
• Fast Friendly Service
• Locally Owned/Operated
• Licenced and Insured

Bathroom
Grab Bars
and Stairway

Hand Rails
- INSTALLED -

HAMMERSMITH
CONTRACTING

Repairs up to full renova-
tions. Carpentry, Plumbing,
Painting, Drywall, Flooring,
Tiles, Bathroom, Basement,
Kitchen, Fences & Decks.
Call Jim 647-669-9053. 

Lic #B19247. 

WANTED

CLEANING

DON’T RELOCATE
RENOVATE!

Architectural residential 
design and drawings for

building permits.
For additions, renovations,
decks, porches, garages, etc. 
WMDesigns 416-261-9679.

RETAINING WALLS
AND STEPS

Stone, Brick & Wood 
Design, 

Build and REPAIR
(647) 679-3282

JULIA’S 
FAMILY HAIRCARE
Full salon services or 

mobile services available 
in your own home.  
Call 416-283-0003.

TREE CARE
Expert small tree, 
shrubbery and fancy 
ornamental pruning 
also removals. 

Retired City Arborist.
40 years experience. 

Cheap rates. 
Wayne 416-691-2395.

JOAN DE GREY
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Fall garden design plan-
ning for spring planting.
joandegreylandcapedesign.ca

416-698-9854.

ELECTRICAL WORK
100/200 AMP 

Service Upgrades, 
New Wiring, 

New Homes/Additions,
Lighting Installations, 
Troubleshooting
(416) 694-6673
hrcelectrical.ca

ESA/ECRA 7002084 

LIONS CHRISTMAS
CAKES

Delicious dark and light fruit
cakes, shortbread fingers and
shortbread with chocolate chips.
Call Lion Betty 416-261-9841.
(Very reasonably priced!)
(Makes an excellent 
Christmas present!)

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Fences & Decks, 

New & Repairs to existing.
**References available.
No deposit required. 

In Business for 30+ years.
Contact Jeff at 
647-274-6555

RC TREE CARE
Small or Large jobs. 
Pruning, limbing 
and removal. 

Careful Cleanup. 
Affordable, Insured. 

Call Ron 416-704-8550.

CANADIAN 
CONTRACTOR

Roofing Professionals, Shingles
& Flatroofing, Eavestroughing
& Siding, Soffit & Fascia, 
Chimneys, Brickwork,  

Concrete Work, Waterproofing,
Carpentry Work,  
Garbage Removal. 

Metro License B-16964 
Est 1984. Birchcliff  Resident.

416-285-0440.

CARPETS BUCKLED? 
DAMAGED? 
Experienced pro,

“semi-retired” will restretch
or repair your carpet at 
reasonable rates. 

Phone Al  416-266-2200.

LAWN WIZARD 
PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE
Let us rejuvenate 
your property! 

Tree Pruning & Removal, 
Yard Cleanup, Lawn 
Mowing, Grub Control, 
Core Aeration, Gardening, 
Fertilizer, Over-seeding,
Hedge & Shrub Trimming
and Snow Removal. 

Free Estimates. Please call 
Gerry 647-444-3501. 
Locally Owned & 
Fully Insured, 

www.lawnwizard.ca
Lic. #B211242938 

Fair Prices, Great Work!

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN

HARDING & KING 
REAL ESTATE
SERVICES INC. 

For Investors who do not
wish to deal with some or
all aspects of operating an
investment property. For
homeowners who have been
transferred out of town and
would like to keep their
home. For peace of mind,
call 416-699-9714 or email
info@hardingandking.com,
or visit, www.hardingand-
king.com. Rental inquiries
416-699-1144.
An Independent Brokerage.

EMPLOYMENT 
/ VOLUNTEER

EARN OUR SINCERE 
APPRECIATION:
Join the Bluffs 
Monitor team

help us deliver the local
news door to door. You
choose the number of
Doors and the Street; we
bring the newspapers to

your door.
OR

help us drop Bluffs Moni-
tor newspapers to stores &
volunteers - one day only
per month. Routes are
local, short & contained.
Must have own car. Poorly
paid position but also earn
car allowance and our 

appreciation!

MP INTERIOR 
PAINTING

• Quality Work • Refer-
ences • Free Estimates. 
Call Peter Wiench 
416-269-0470 or 
Cell 416-301-4601

PETE THE PAINTER
UK Craftsman. Interior
painting. Reasonable
rates. Senior Discounts.

Free estimates.
Call Pete Steele at 
416-491-3934.

HEALTH &
WELLNESS

LET’S TALK      
Affordable Therapy with

Barbara
Therapist-in-Training

completing final phase of
Psychotherapy program
recognized by College of
Psychotherapists of 

Ontario
Carrot Common location
near Chester station

therapy@barbsaunders.com

GOLD-LINE MOVING 
& STORAGE

BBB Member A+ Rated
Since 2005. 416-431-2920
www.goldlinemovingand-

storage.com

MOVING
SERVICES

WINDOW CLEANING
Windows cleaned by a 
reliable Professional. 
Competitive Prices! 

Book your Cleaning now.
Free Estimates.

Call Steve 416-464-7196

POL-CLEAN
A great Christmas Gift idea!
Everyone deserves a clean
house. We also provide after
party clean-up, moving & Pro-
fessional Carpet & Upholstery
cleaning. Call 416-836-5797.

FURNITURE
A teak coffee table 60”x35”
with ceramic tile inlay...$50. 
A two seater kitchen bench, 
upholstered, solid oak with 
storage under seat...$50.

Call Loma, 647-348-5272 or
416-871-6936 (cell). OSTEOPATH

Manual Osteopath (M. OMSc.),
registered and covered by 

extended health benefits, treat-
ing from 3093 Kingston Rd.
(Cliffcrest). Improves body
alignment and reduces body
pain. Call Sara 647-235-0832.
www.sarasmanualtherapy.com

ADVERTISE 
LOCALLY...
Send us your
classified ads
and they will 
appear in

20,000 papers
delivered to
your target
market each

month
$15.75 for up to 20

words (add’l words are
58¢ each)

CONTACT US:
Phone: 416-691-4085

OR EMAIL: 
accounts@

bluffsmonitor.com

CLEANING LADY
Dependable, experienced
European cleaning lady with

references. Available for weekly
bi-weekly, monthly or one time

cleaning of your house,
condo or small office. 

Please contact 416-289-1430.

SERIOUS ROOFING
Serious Roofing provides

fast and efficient service with
quality materials. 15 year
labour warranty. We are 
SERIOUS about your roof.
Call for a free inspection and
quote. (647) 323-9675.

PAINTING AND 
DECORATING

Interior, Exterior. Wall re-
pairs, Seniors discounts.
Quality, clean work to your
satisfaction Free extimates.

416-261-0197.

SPORTS CARDS &
SPORTS MEMORABILIA
Hockey, Baseball, Football,

Basketball... 
Jersey’s, Programs, Tickets, 
Magazines, Pucks, Sticks,

Masks, Bats, Old Equipment,
Calendars & Posters. 
Anything oddball or 

interesting. 
Call Grant 289-314-3533

(only after 5pm)
bretsky@rogers.com

PAINTING
HOUSE / CONDO
Free Estimates, 

References, Quality 
Services. Contact Rob 

416-580-6360, 
paintboxpainters@hotmail.com

INSTANT TAX REFUND,
Payroll 

Personal & Corporate Tax,
Bookkeeping, GST/PST 

2481 Kingston Road
manoj@actfinance.ca
416-269-2744

BEAUTY

IN THE BEACH
Beautifully Re-Modeled
One Bedroom, Basement
Apartment. Lots of Light.
All New Appliances with
Luxurious Amenities.

Heart of the Beach on the
Boardwalk. Private En-
trance. Utilities included.
Available for “Move-in”
December 1st or January
1st. $1800./month Call: 
Anthony: 647-294-3256

FOR RENT

MUSIC
EXPERIENCE
THE PLEASURE
OF PLAYING 

YOUR FAVOURITE
MUSICAL

INSTRUMENT
Qualified Teachers
Scarboro Music
Kingston Rd./Victoria Pk.
416-699-8333

BLUFFS 
MONITOR

CLASSIFIEDS

TRADES TRADES FOR SALE

HIRE 
LOCAL

SHOP 
LOCAL
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Find a little peace  
in our nature walk.
Our Nature Path o�ers unique alternatives to 
traditional cemetery plans. 

Ask us about memorial trees, rocks, benches 
and more in our tranquil, newly expanded 
Sunset Nature Walk.

Call today to take the first step.
416-267-4653

Resthaven  
Memorial Gardens
by Arbor Memorial

2700 Kingston Road, Scarborough, ON
resthavenmemorial.com

From

BLUFFERS 
RESTAURANT

Join Us  For a Traditional
Christmas Dinner

with all the trimmings - includes; Soup or Salad
Choice of dessert: Homemade Tiramisu or Apple Pie

Featuring Fresh Ontario Turkey

Our Regular Menu Will Also Be Available

We Are Also Available To Host Your Christmas Party

$369
plus taxHurry! Make Your Reservations

Children’s menu available

BLUFFERS RESTAURANT
7 Brimley Road • 416-264-2337

www.bluffersrestaurant.com
email: bluffersresturant@gmail.com
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